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HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (/NCLUDE SDURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO,
Alexander Randall Double House MD-272

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FDR RURAL SITES!
88-90 State Circle
DATE QF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SDURCE) ARCHITECT(S) {/NCLUDE SOURCE)}
Before 1880

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTDRICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE]

An unusually well constructed late nineteenth century building whose builders paid
a great deal of attention to expensive detail work even though the city was going through
a period of economic depression.

STYLE (IF APPRDPRIATE)

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS}  First: Brick Tafd in American Bond;
Second and third stories: Frame, faced with imbricated Tight red-orange tites on the
front portion: stucco and pseudo half-timber on the sides and wooden shingles on the rear.
$PE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLDDR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE]

stories with a three story wing over a high basement.Jverall dimensions. are approximate’

" x 65', Assymetrical in plan.
EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE  There is a porch at each front corner which is reached by nine

ide stone steps with simple iron railing. The porches are one bay deep and two bays wide.
Over the outer bay the porches are gabled and supported on two square paneled columns of
modified Tuscan detail. The porches have a small interior wooden cornice (see attached RAgH

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLDOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED) Fipst floor: There is an

entrance and stair hall at the front corner which lead to two rooms at the inner side, and
eventually to two successive rooms at the rear. Second floor: The Tayout her is essentiall
the same as that of the first floor. Stairways: The stairs are open-well (see attached pag

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES A report by Florence Dunbar (Jan_1965) for HABS
indicates that addtions of service wing and apartment and offices were added to the
main house but no dates of construction have been suggested.

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE As of 1965 the house was used as a private residence.

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE  The house is located at the northeast corner of State
Circle and North Street. For information concerning chain of title see data pages 3-5.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIDNAL REGISTER. STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)

Army-Navy Jourmal, July 12,1913, collection of U.S. Naval Academy Library (see attachedgp

COMPILER, AFFILIATION Fleni Silverman, HABS, Historian from reports by DATE
Florence Dunbar (1/1/65) and Harley J. McKee (8/12/64). | 3/1/84




Alexander Randall Bouble House

HABS No. MD-272
Data page 2

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (CONT'D): and floors of ceramic tile. Two
large brick chimneys are located on the central dividing partition.
Those portians above the roof are ornamented with corner pilasters and
panels, executed in brick, and are covered with a slab whose flues open
to the sides. The entrance doors are rectangular with flat arch, and are
fitted with double doors and a transom. The transoms are glazed with
a semi-elliptical fanlight with Teaded glass arranged in a geometrical
pattern. The upper half of each door is glazed with leaded glass; below
each glazed -anel is a projecting sill with dentil course.

The main body of the roof is hipped, but several gables project
along the lower section. The tops of these gables are decorated with
red tile cresting terminating in a wave-like finial. The roof is covered
with dark grey slate. The main cornice is of wood with a wide cove. The
gables carry wide paneled barge boards, and eaves with ornamental rafter
ends. :

INTERIOR FEATURES QOF NOTE (CONT'D): with a closed string.The posts are large,
square with chamfered corners, and incised design at the top, and heavy,
turned finials. The handrails are large, rounded on the top and reeded on

the sides. There are heavy turned balusters whose tops and bases are .square.
The freads are of pine ane the soffits of matched and beaded boards.

The walls and ceilings of the house are of plain plaster. The entrance hall
is ceiled with exposed joists which are chamfered on the corners, and matched
and beaded boards are laid perpendicular to the joists. The first story.rooms
are wainscoted. The walls in the first story front central room have tall
panels above the wainscoting and moldings which project from the face of

the wall. There are two fireplaces in the central first story rooms. That in
the front room has a rectangular opening ;3 The mantel is composed of a

wooden frieze three panels, a pair of heavy brackets supporting a thick
mantel shelf and vertical panels between these brackets. The brackets
terminate in a wide reeded base. The fireplace in the rear room has a
semi-circular arched opening of brick. The mantel is composed of side
pilasters supporting brackets which support a thick mantel shelf. The aréad
below the shelf is coved and orrnamented with a simple incised palmette

band. Each spandrel bears a dark, sauare ceramic tile with a naturalistic
scene in Tow relief and two small triangular panels.

SITE AND SURROUNDINGS: The grounds of the house on the State Circle side

have an iron fence which appears to be original. This fencing has a decorative
motif typified by panels composed of %" round rods in an interwoven pattern,
lozenges in the central zone and arches above and below. Each post is a

square bar topped by a cast iron foliated finial. The top rail is made of

flat strips to which are attached cast iron ornaments of symmetrical scrolls
bearing spear points. A simpler iron fence continues along the North Street
frontage. ~



Alexander Randall Double House

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (CONT'D):

Historic Annapolis Index-File, Hall of Records
Land Records & WiTls, County Court House
Witls, Hall of Records

CHAIN OF TITLE: The following information represents an
of title:
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Alexander Randall Double House

HABS No. MD-272
Data Page 4

#86 State Circle Chain of Title Cont'd:

3 . 5 o . L - . - .
1397 a.de Co. wiils, Liver Wiy I, folio 55, COUNTy Court louse:
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1913 Add. Co. witis, Licer Job 47, folio U3, vouinty Jourt liouse:
= - o 4 ! { ' iy a H
Faomas T. Caswell, deceased, leaves to Adeline 2. dandall
a1s undlvided one~halr interest in 7390 State
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Sircle winich
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Lots 7o, 77, 73, 79, and 30
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Alexander Randall Double House’
HABS No. MD-272

Data Page 5
#88 State Circle Chain of Title Cont'd:

1397 A.A. Go. Jeeds, Liber W o, Fulio o71, County Court Louse:
“J. Jditrt Jdandail ana wire, dannah, to lJatherins 4. Kandall
and fannie r. mickllvaine
[n the redivision ofF the progerty of cae estate of ilexan-
Gepr wandall atfter the death of his widow 1a 1585, it was
agreed the main gwelling douse should go to Jo wirt
sandall, and he nust,tiherefore, turn over IS gresent nome
o two otinier beneficiaries,

JG10 Awui. ol Jeeds, Liser s 143, Tolio 4ug, vounty Court House;
Catiherine 4. Wandall, unmarried, anu Fannic d. dclllvaine,

WIGOW, TO arinur f. Srown aind wife, annie J.

1S27 AJA. Co. deeds, Liver @24 14, folio Tlo, Jounty court Lovuse:
Artaur . Erown and wite Annie . To Pailip gtider and wiTe,

N

40 A.A. Co. Ueeds, Licer JHH 360, folio 3ol, Cuunty Courw house:
Shilip wibler and wife, 3elda V. to James F. Connor and wite,
slarjorie Paye

1947 A.d. Co, Jeeds, Liber JHH 399, folio 470, County Court House:

James. F. Connor and wife, (darjorie 1rage to Jaues 3. . ood-
ward, frustec.

doodaward to immediately reconvey the Sroperty o cieTaws
vodds in trust Tor T... Uodds.

N
£
1

L . : s e - AT B : . - K r
Avrie Lo. Jeeds, tiber Jill 5vY, Tolio 477, vounty Jvourt House:
James 5. oodward, trustee, TO i.la.t. JOGUS, TIUSTES

Tor T..d. Uodds.

1932 nwna Co. wveeds, Liver JiH o83, folio Z31, Jounty Court House:
flaTaia Jouds, trustee Tor T... Jodds, intfant, to Sairnam ii.
Gary and blizabeth Joy, his wife.
", <« « situated on tihe northeast siue of State Circle. . .
being improved by a building known as Number 44 3State
n w{a R I -
Circle « « .”(Now known as 788 3tate Circle.)




